












Legacy Donor Pays Forward 
a Love of Music 
Chera Simpson will ensure that generations of students experience the transformative power of 

music through her legacy fund at Connecticut Community Foundation.

      As a Waterbury resident my entire life, I’m an advocate for elderly and disabled persons in our city, as well 

as the entire state of Connecticut. Diagnosed with a rare disease 35 years ago, it became my life’s work to lobby 

for laws to protect physically disabled persons from being denied health insurance. Through this work, 

I learned how I can directly make a difference in people’s lives. 

       My other true love is music. My home is filled with multiple guitars, drums, a piano, other instruments, 

and equipment. The minute anyone comes into my house—adults, children, it doesn’t 

matter—they pick up an instrument and start playing, whether they know how 

to or not. 

       It brings me joy to see a child hold an instrument for the first time, 

and suddenly feel that they are a musician. I am passionate about 

bringing music into the lives of children. 

So many young people in our city 

do not have access to musical 

instruments and instructors. 

Through my estate planning 

through Connecticut Community

Foundation, I’ll be able to fund 

music education programs and 

enrichment activities offered 

at area nonprofit schools. I’m 

thrilled that my love of music will 

be imparted to these children for 

generations to come. 

       I hope to be remembered 

as a person who did their best to 

serve others, who paid it forward. 

It’s not necessary to be wealthy to 

make a difference, and there’s so 

much greater joy in giving than 

receiving. And if my legacy giving 

changes even one child’s life, that’s success in my eyes.

“
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Visit conncf.org/legacy-and-estate-giving  to learn about how you can build a legacy for your community.





















Community Investments
Connecticut Community Foundation serves donors and nonprofits through sound financial 
management that aims to build the charitable resources available to the community

 2022 

Assets   

 Investments $136,318,615 
 Other Assets 3,828,666 

 Total Assets $140,147,281 
   
Liabilities and Net Assets  

 Accounts Payable $       146,945 
 Liabilities Under Split-interest Agreements 107,315 
 Funds Held as Agency Endowments 6,778,412 
 Net Assets 133,114,609 

 Total Liabilities and Net Assets $140,147,281 
   
Revenue   

 Contributions $    7,282,064 
 Investment Return  (23,169,311)
 Other Revenue 91,103 

 Total Revenue $(15,796,144)
   
Grants and Expenses 

 Grants and Scholarships $    7,484,054 
 Program Support 1,416,001 
 Supporting Services 1,175,784 

 Total Grants and Expenses $  10,075,839 
   
Net Assets  

 Beginning of Year  $158,986,592 
 End of Year  $133,114,609

For more information: 
For a complete copy of the Foundation’s 2022 audited report and tax return (IRS Form 990) visit our website at  
conncf.org/financials or contact the finance department at 203.753.1315.       
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Thank You!
We are deeply grateful to the following donors who entrusted us with their gifts in 2022  
to help build a more equitable and inclusive Greater Waterbury and Litchfield Hills

Children’s Community School students thank donors for gifts that support school programs.

Gifts of $1,000,000+
City of Waterbury

Gifts of $100,001 to 
$1,000,000 
Estate of Harold E. Baker
Chase Collegiate School  
    Foundation
Cigna Foundation
Isabelle V. Curtiss
Ronald Garfunkel
Estate of Augusta P. Kramer
Estate of Angela C. LaMoy
Estate of Frank and  
    Barbara Quadrato
Jim and Cathy Smith
Washington Park Foundation Inc.

Gifts of $50,001 to 
$100,000
The Connecticut Project
The Connecticut Women’s  
    Consortium
Timothy and Stephanie 
    Ingrassia
Ion Bank Fund and Ion Bank  
    Foundation

Gifts of $10,001 to 
$50,000
Anonymous (2)
Jack and Pam Baker
Brooks and Andrea Barhydt
Elizabeth and Charles J. Boulier III
Easterseals of Greater Waterbury
Wayne Eisenbaum Charitable  
    Foundation
Valerie Friedman
Friends of Saint Anne
Rosemary Giuliano
The Leever Foundation
Peter Poskas Jr.
Karen and Terry Powell
Joan Reed
Southbury Community Trust Fund
Dr. James D. Trifone Committee
United Nations Association of  
    Connecticut
Allison and Gene Wright

Gifts of $5,001 to $10,000
Amy Julia and Peter Becker
Jonathan and Amy Bernon
William Cohen MD

Stefani Corsi-Travali and  
    Joseph Dacey Jr.
Robert Curtis Jr.
Almon B. Dayton Trust
Estate of Frank J. DeVorken
Diebold Family Fund
Cedric C. Ellis
Estate of Raymond George
Ralph and Crystal Giuliano
Goshen Land Trust
Adrian and Nina Jones
Steven Konover
Julie Loughran and  
    Brendan Foulois
Mary Millett*
Scott and Jean Peterson
Philip Samponaro
Donald J. Thompson Jr.

Gifts of $2,501 to $5,000 
Anonymous
Eric and Emily Anderson
Christopher Berman
Barbara Eler
Mark and Leigh Funderburk
Christopher Herrmann
Hubbard-Hall Inc.

Klemm Real Estate Inc.
Traub Lieberman
Thomas J. McInerney
Earl and Rosetta Monroe
Marcea Morgan
Adrienne Parkmond
Carolyn Setlow and Andrew Shapiro
Adena Siegel
Jean Solomon
Alfred Vagnini

Gifts of $1,001 to $2,500
Anonymous
Jonathan and Rachel Albert
Fred Baker and Lisa Powers
Andreas Boker
Louis Brown
Ralph Carpinella
Kevin Comer
Estate of Richard P. Cullen
Darrell and Rosanne Daniels
Dobson Pools
Daniel and Robin Donato
Ellis, Veselsky and White Fund
Chris Enger
The Entrepreneur’s Source
Eversource Energy Foundation

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
















