CONNECTICUT COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
Minutes of the 10274 Annual Meeting
September 17, 2025
Heritage Hotel, 522 Heritage Rd, Southbury, CT

I. Welcome, Call to Order, and Highlights

Kathy Bower, chair of the Board of Trustees, welcomed attendees to the Foundation’s 102nd
Annual Meeting, called the meeting to order, and introduced 3D Music Academy for a brief
performance.

Ms. Bower recognized donors, volunteers, staff, and nonprofit leaders in attendance and
shared highlights from the year to date including:

Over $5.7M distributed in grants to nonprofit organizations.

More than $1.2M in scholarships were distributed to support over 400 local
students.

The fall grant round with over $2M in requests.

Brief stories highlighting donor generosity and community impact.

During Give Local Greater Waterbury and Litchfield Hills, over 7,000 donors raised
more than $2.5M for 330 local organizations.

Over $521,000 have been awarded through the Grassroots Grants program since its
launch in 2016, with over $120,000 grants awarded in the past year.

More than $50,000 grants and awards have been distributed through collective
giving groups.

Ms. Bower offered gratitude for attendees’ support to help meet those milestones and
accomplishments.

II. Business Meeting

a. Approval of minutes - Ms. Bower referred members to the posted minutes
from the 101st Annual Meeting of the Foundation, which was held in person at
the Heritage Hotel on September 10, 2024, and called for a motion to approve
the minutes.

MOTION to approve the minutes from the 2024 Annual Meeting as
presented. Motion carried.

b. Election of Trustees
Janie McDermott, vice chair of the Foundation’s board and chair of the
Governance Committee, introduced the election of trustees.
Ms. McDermott introduced first-term and Ms. Bower introduced second-term
nominees.

Ms. Bower placed Patricia Lindenman, Dr. Steven Minkler, William Rybczyk
into nomination for an initial three-year term ending in 2028. Ms. Bower
placed James Higgins, Janie McDermott, and Adrienne Parkmond into
nomination for a second three-year term ending in 2028.

Ms. Bower formally offered all of the nominees for a vote by members and
called for a motion.



MOTION to elect the nominees as trustees to the Connecticut
Community Foundation for a three-year term. Motion carried.

c. Departing Trustee Recognition
Kathy Bower acknowledged departing trustee Kathleen Brochhausen for her
board service with the Foundation.

d. Gratitude
Ms. Bower offered gratitude for all of the trustees, committee members and
other volunteers who support the Foundation’s evolving work.

II1. Adjournment - Ms. Bower adjourned the business meeting.

IV. Trustee Fund Award Presentations

Tina Reardon and Martha Bernstein, chair and vice chair of the Trustee Fund, introduced

the Trustee Fund and the annual Trustee Fund Awards.

Ms. Reardon and Ms. Berstein presented the 2025 Trustee Fund award for collaboration

and/or innovation to:

1) Jane Doe No More for their work on a film adaptation of a musical theatrical
production giving voice to survivors of sexual crimes.

2) The Mattatuck Museum for the Memories @ The Matt program, presented in
partnership with the Alzheimer’s Association, to create a space for connection,
creativity and care for people living with Alzeimer’s and their caregivers.

Ms. Reardon and Ms. Bernstein shared the names of five other organizations that were

nominated for the 2025 Trustee Fund award.

V. President’s Remarks
Kathy Taylor, president and CEO, shared remarks on how attendees and our community
could Dare to Thrive. Messages noted the Foundation’s continued commitment to meeting
essential needs, and that believing in thriving over surviving for our community would
take persistence and a community that works together for better outcomes. Ms. Taylor
noted the challenges for nonprofits and philanthropy, as well as federal and state policy
and funding shifts that have consequences for the state and local community.

Ms. Taylor highlighted the Foundation’s history and shared a vision for the Foundation’s
future work, inviting attendees to lean into hope and to take action as we dream for a
better community.

Ms. Taylor shared new Foundation initiatives for 2026 and kicked off the annual appeal,
inviting attendees to contribute to the Impact NOW Fund to support pressing needs in the
community.

Ms. Taylor offered gratitude to the Foundation staff team, the Foundation’s board of
trustees led by Kathy Bower.

The program ended with a video highlighting the Foundation’s community impact.
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